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whether high career expectations are correlated with a desire for
fewer children). Approximately 12,000 White, Black, and Hispanic

. youth rated their attitudes toward statements that a woman's place is
in the home, employment of wives leads to, juvenile delinquency, .
employment of both parents is an economic necessity, men should share v
housework, and women are happier when they stay at home. Results
indicated that most youth tend to have nontraditional views’on the
role of women, although Hispanic youth tend more than their Black and

\ White counterparts to believe that a woman's place is in the home.

Young men_ and women vho expect to complete more education have less
traditional views. Of the three ethnic groups, only Black youth do
\ not show congruence between attitudes toward women's roles and
. fertility expectations. Evidence also suggests that as they grow
‘older, more youth view. home and non-home roles as potentially

. tonflicting. Females show greater consistency than males between

fertility egpectations and ‘their' view of women's role. (KC)
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Abstract
This study uses data from the National Longitudinal

Survey'of wgrk Experience of Youth for a represeqtative
sample of about 12,000 American youth, who were 14 to 21
-yegrs of age in 1979, to examine the extent of congruence
between the attitudes of young men and women about the
appropriate roles for women and their own fertility
expectations. The study hypothesizes that women, whites,
"older youth, and youth expecting to complete higher
education should shqw'greater independent assoc{agjons
between the.r women's role attitudes and their fertility
expectations. The results support these hypotheses, and the
verified hypotheses are ctonsistent with the notions that:
(1) youch for whom'attitudes toward women's roles and |
fertility expectations have more direct relevance,
particu]arly in the short run, exhibit greater congruence
betweén their values and exﬁectations, and (2) youth who are
less assimilated. into the sccioeconomic mainstream exhibit
Tess congruence between their values and expectations,
Primarily because the variability in -women's role attitudes
exceeds the var{abi1ity in fertility expectations and

because youth who are less assimilated express more

traditional values.
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The learning of sex role attitudes, the'prefgrencgs
. " persons hold regarding sex role behaviors, begins ip
childhood, and evidenge suggests that'many adults continue
to make sianificant distinctions between their children
based on the child's sex (Lamb 1976, 1977 and 1978).
Throughout the seven?ies, évidence has accumulated
documenting a'gradual shift toward more egalitarian sex role
attitudes (Duncan and Duncan 1978; Mason et al. 19763
Scanzoni 1976 and 1978 %horngon and Freedman 1979) and
bghav{oés (Lipman-Blumen 1976; Waite 1981). though men still
appear to be‘morg tradifiona] or less egalitarian than women
- (Sexton 1979) anﬁ less educated pérsons appear to be more
traditional than better educated persons (Sidel 1978). Some .
evidence aiso suggests that while there is a trend toward
the espousal of more modern or more ega]ftarian.general sex
role valuegiithpsg attitudes are sometimes,tempered-whgre
_— specific sex roﬁe behaviors such as Ege legitimacy of -
| nonhope activities for mothers or fﬁégsharing cf household
responsibilities are involved (Thornton and Freedman ¢
1979). The liberalizing of sex role attitudes has,
nonetheless, profoundly affected the decision making process
:on%grning appropriate ma]é-fema]e behaviors (Scanzoni
1980). Arrangements that were once taken for%granted are
. now tglked about and the consequences are weighed.
As youth plan for adulthbod, they may consider the

several major dimensions of their prospective adult

experiences within a coherent framework. Optimally, a ’ . _
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rational young woman will view her prospective family and

nonfamily responsibilites as part'of a generalized

orientation toward her intended adult 1ife style, and a ﬁf’/

raticnal young man'will aemonstrate some consistency between
his own ideas about héw many children he expects and what he
é}ews as thé appropriate activities for his future wife.
Scanzoni (197%) and Shaw and Statham (1982) ﬁave documented
the correlation hetween less traditional sex role attitudes
and loweﬁ fertility expectations for young womén and, td a
lecser extegt; for young men.

To the degree ‘that the modernizingeof women's role
attiﬁudes and behaviors has not been uniform (Entwis]e\and
Greenberger 1972; Angrist et al. 1976 and 1977; Sexton 1979;
Sidel 1978) one might anticipate variations in<the level of
congruence~between ideas regarding future home and nonhome
activities. Changes in attitudes are usually gradual but
may occur ét different paces'for varioﬁs population
subgroups. At“the earliest stage of attitude changg, one
might espouse an increasingiy popular view without regard
for its conseéquences or implzdations. The attitudes held by~
women have become more progressive than those of men
probably because the relevant issues impinge\more directly
on their lives. For this same reason, young women are
*1ike1y to b%;more realistic, thgt is, to have a higher level
of congruence thanp young men. One mighP also expecé
Jariations in the level of congruence nged on age or life

cycle stage. To the extent that early adolescent girls and

»
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boys are less aware of the potential conflicts between

, marriage adnd child raising and cargeré, one might expect

their Tevel of congruence on these issues to be lower éhan
thads of their late adolescenf’counterparts. This

anticipation is consistent with the findings of Stolzenberg

and Waite (1972) who report that the association between ‘ !L
1abon force pgrticipation plans and fertility expeétations
Tor women becomes increasingly stronger with age.

Ore can also, considering the cultural heterogepeity of
our soc1ety, ant1c1pate variations among the different
ethn1c groups not only in how they view the ro]es of men and
women but in the degree of consistency between their
expected ferti]ity‘and rcle definitions. Ethnic variations
have been demonstrated in the propensity of nomen to combine
home and work ;Zles (Mott and Shapiro 1978), in attitudes
regarding appropriate female role behavior (Gackenbach 1978;
Mason and Bumpass 1973; Shapiro and Crowley 1980) and in
fertility expectations (Bonham and Placek 19755 Shapiro and
Crowley 1980). ) : -
~  Social psychological consistency theories postulate a
basic human need for congruence among attitudes and —
behaviors (Heider 1944; Zzajonc 1960). Most of these
theories assume that the presence of inconsistency produces
tension which causes an 1}d1v1dua1 to rearrange his
psychological world to produce consustency. Though
cons1stency theory presupposes rationality, empirical

9

obserations revea? many instances of irrational behavior nr
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attitudes. McGuire (1966) lists several ways in which
inconsistency may be created within an individual who has a ~
basic striving toward consistency. Paramount among these,
for our present concerns, are conflicting social ;olqé.
From Lthe deveidpmental perspective, the period of greatest
tension is the adolescent period during which an
individual's social roles undergo the greatest change.

Tﬁis paper wil) éxamine‘more closely than previous

studies the issue of the ‘consistancy or congruence of’

fertility expectations with attitudes regarding women's

>

roles. This paper will also examine variations in the level
“of conbruence for population subgroups which, to our
knowledge, has not been done before. In sc¢ deing, we will
‘test the followiné hypotheses which will be explicated
fugiher in.a later section:
1. Young women exhibit more congruence betweeh
‘their intentions and v%]ues than young men.
2. 07cer youth éxhiﬁit more congruence than
younger youth; the sex differential in
congruence narrows with age.
3. Youth Qith higher levels of educational °
intentions exhibit more congruence than
youth with Tower levels of ‘educational
® intentions, - -
4. Hispanic and black youth' exhibit more

traditional values and less condruence than

do white youﬂﬁl

o~
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The Data N
Data from the new youth -cohort of thq National

Lohgitudinal Surveys of Work Experience enable us to test

these hypotheses di;ectly (Center for Human Resource

Research 1981). This survey is funded by the U.S.

Department of Labdr, and the National Opinion Research

Center condiicts the i;terviewing. The survey will continue

for at Teast six annual survey :ounds.e.The first nound,

completed during the first half of 1979, included interviews

with 5,578 male and 5,835 female youth age 14 to 21 in the

civilian population and an additional 1,281 military

youth. "Oversamples" of black and Hispanic youth and white

youth from economically disadvantaged backgrounds were

included to provide samplf sizes sufﬁ?cfént1y large enough

for statistically re]iablé‘ethnic and socio-economiéﬂ

comparison. Also included were interviews with

-approximately 1,900 Hispanic youth, 2,900-black youth, 1,700 ¢

economically disadvantaged white youth and 4,900 other white
"youth distributed approximately éven]y between male ana

female youth. The subsets can be weighted up to a -
representative national cross-seftion of American male and

female youth aged 14 to 21 in 1979. This first survey round

included the data utilized in our paper.

Whide the principal focus gf the data set is on !

questions relating to thg past and prospective educational;

employment and training experiences of youth, it also

’
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includes a wide variety of questﬁons re]atin§ to this
groups’ so%ioeconomic and demographic\packgrounds. These
qu3§$ions provide “information on the respondents' and thejr
parents’ birth place, their current énd childhood religion
' and religious attendance, their attitudes regardingowomen's
roles, aﬁd their past fertility experiences and prospective
fertility intenti ns. A uﬁique aspect‘of-the data set is
that the questions on fertility expectations and attitudes
regarding women's roles are asked of youth of both sexes.
Thus, it is possi51e_to exam{ne not only sex differences in
fertility expectations, but ;150 sex differences in the
extent of the coﬁgruence between fertility expectations and
attitudeS‘regérding the appropriate adult roles for women.
The questions on fertility éxpectations and the ‘
possible limitations of thgse items are noted in the
T appendix. The interview s€hedu1e included eight separate
items ¥0cusing on various dimensions of women's roles.
These eignt items, which are speci?igd in Table 1, were
chosen for inclusion in the ‘interview insterent partly
because some of them had been asked in ear)igi survey‘rodnas
of the 6rigina1 NLS young men's and womens's cohorts and
part]y‘because they are jtems that nave been frequently used‘

and cited in the 1iteraturé'(Mason et .al., 1976).
4 .

The Hypotheses

The objective of this research is to examine the

patterns of consistency or congruence between fértility

o~
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. who are more sensitive to equa11ty of opportun1ty for women

exPectatiohs and attitudes regarding women's roles for
various subsets of American jouthv .One can argue that men.
and equal d1str1but1ons of reSpons1b111ty between the sexes
would cons1der smaller family sizes. prefe.ab1e all other
things being equal. In addition, women with ambitious
career aspirations should rationa]]y'heve smaller family
size desires. While. inconsistency on these jssues is
Gertainly‘possible given the conflicting norms of our
sgeietx, individuals with a high level of congruence on
these issues might be reg%rded as having a more realistic
view of the future.

Achieving both eqLa]ity of roles and large family size

would ordinarily require a majo? input of household effort

on the part of the ma]e partner. Thus, this)combination

wou]d on average requ1re a larger role transition for the

man than is common]y evidenced (Vanek 1989; Thornton and

Freedman 1979). We hypothesize that while social pressures

“will'at this point in history cause young men to verbalize

positive responses regarding role equalitarianism, the
ex%eneicn of these expressions to actioh'is.probably more
ténuous 'fOr men than for women. It is likely, therefore,
that a weaker Tink will be found between attitudes towards
women's roles and expressed fertility intentions for men

than for women. The woman is more 1ikely to have -

“internalized the direct connection between various aspects

of her future activity and fertility intentions than the
3 .

¥



1ncrea51ng1y strong assoc1at1ons between fert111ty - : ¢

- men, we ant1c1pate some narrow1ng of the .sex gap 1n th1s Dot S

. abstract”in early adolescence for boys than ¥or girls. A .

man. Our'research will test this hypothesis. '

4 ™
As youth age from 14 to 21 they move toward a- 11fe T
cycle stage where they afe increasingly forced to mesh

ideals ‘and reality. Thu's, as they age, we hypothesize that >

expectat1ons ‘and other genera11zed ideas regard1ng

appropriate adult role behav1ors fon;MUmen should, ex1st R \
\“ ~ . Y

While ‘this connect1on .Should be stronger for women Than tor

» ,7‘

-

d1screpaqpy as youth age, to the extent .that ideas ahqut

women's roles or childbearing are relatively evén more LT

comparison of the association between attitﬁﬂes towards . . .-
woments roles and fertility expectations1nithin a‘high1x . .; -
controlled multivariate framework for yoyng'meﬁ and wopen at- ]
different ages Will enable us to exumine whether there is -~
indeed a narvowing in attithdinaJ congruence between the
sexes as they age. - . ’ C - x~

‘Youth with higher eAUcationa1 intentions are mbhe e
1ikely te plan rationally their future. higher'ercatidna1. : s L
expectations are correlated with defintte career plansy that . T .
is, youth who p1an to attend school after high schoo] are‘ : \
more 11keﬁy to be obtaining that echat1on with spec1f1c - . -

career intentions in mind. We an-1c1pate that“thlen N . .

rationality will also carry over into the ﬁphere oF

-

congruence between attitudes regarding women's rales and. . N v
expected fertility.. Thus, we hypothesize a higher leye} of - .~ R
) . (0 ” -
3
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\ * ‘congruence on these is3ues for youth with hignet levels of-.

educat1ona1 intentions,

¥

-

o ) F1na11y, we expect that b]ack, white and Hispanic youth
4 wWill vary Wwith regard to how.well they‘jntegrate their ideas
\ (\ about Hcme and nonhome aetivities f %here ere known to be
- \ \ d1fferences between thte, b]ack _and H1span1c,Amer1cans int .

their att%tudes regard1ng appropr1ate adult roles 9or

"b“ - [
women. _ In some ca«es, m1nor1ty groups 1n the U.S. have heen .

' ’ 1found to espouse more trad1t1ona1 va]ues regard1ng

‘appropr1ate behavior for women (Shap1ro ahd Crowley. 1980;
Mason and Bumpass 1973) Jesse Bernard (T966),.for
1nstance, reports that 1n)a study,of the famq]zes of co]]ege
‘students,the.pronart1on of EOIe-reversed_fam1]ﬂes (families

“nn which the mother plaved the tnstnumental role andathe
father p]ayed the express1ve role) was h1gher among whites .
. than b]acks Thts flnd1ng suggests tha t when both parents
are preeent -the black fam11y is more trad1t1ona1 than, the,
white famiﬁy and transmits more trad1t1ona1 va]yes in the e
:childhood socialization process. S1m11ar]y, Montiel (1973)
wreports that there*is a nore trad1t1ona1 famlly structure

a among Ch1;anos than amcng whités 1n‘&mer1can society..

It is not at.all clear, however;{that major ethnic,
var1at1ons in fert111ty expectat10ns exist any 1onger for .
American youth (U S. Bureau of the Census 1979) Ifran ° =»
abkence of these variations is 1ndeed the case, it speaks

for 1ess attitude congruence amoag m1nor1ty than white
N
youth. In th15fcase, however, the {ack of conoruey@e ogéurs .

o~ ¢
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not because modern views of female roles confiict with
earlier norms about family size, but becéuse new norms about
smaller family size are. less consi%temt with traditional
attitudes about women's roles. In other word:, for some
population subgroups, changes in fert111ty nerms have .
actually outpaced changes in expressed at¢1tudes about
women's roles.

Black adolescent women have at this poiﬁt in: history
probably interndlized important dimensions of their likely
adult existenae to a greater extent than their male
counterparts. First; many will have to work when they reach
adu]thood a reflection of, the1r lower economic status and
greater likelihood of’not hav1ng a husband (Mott and
Shapiro 1978; Mott -nd Maxwell 1981). Second, given the
. fact"that they will probably be the principal homemaker, one
important way in'which they will be able to cope will be by
haying.q~sma1; family. IS this sense, certain conf]ict;ng
pressurés hay come into play; hj}torica]]y, black women,
who have tended to be of Tower sacioeconomic status-, have
iad many ch}ﬁdrep, partly reflecting a lack of modern family
p]anning know]édge and tecbno]ogy and partjy ref]ecting
traditional ideas regarding the positive value of a large
family (Bonham and Placek 1975). Considerable evidence
exists now, however,'indicating that young b]ack.women have
internalized the "chde\values" of the dominant white
cu]ture and perhaps want even fewer children than white

women (westoff and Ryder 1977; Stevens 1981). Blacks in
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American society are an extreme]ycupwardly mobile group.

One iqportant mechanism for reachiqg\middle class status is
employment--of all adult faﬁi]y members. Iq@eed; there is
evidence-that an important way for black fami]iés to attain
middle class status is by having éhe wife and otﬁer famiiy
members work. Black families attaining a given income level
do so by havjng, on average, more Jage earners than
comparab’e white families (Mott 1979). 1In addition, an
upwardly mobile b]acé is less able to draw on familial
resources for support than is a white person. An upwardly
mobile young black woman, in particular, attending college
or forming an adult family unit is much more likely to come
from a poor background. Thus, she is féss likely to have
’savings or accumulated assets partly because there are fewer
intergenerational transfers she can veceive from her
parental family (Mott and Shapiro 1978). A1l of these
factors are consistent with a greater need for young black
women to work and; rationally, to anticipate and actually to
have fewer children. We hypothesizg, consequently. that
Tess congruence as well as more traditional values rcgarding
women's roles will be expressed by black men than by black

women, paralleling similar sex attitude discrepancies

hypothesized to be‘preva1ent within the white population

group (Scanzoni 1976; Entwisle and Greenberger 1972; Angrist
et al. 1976 and 1977; Sexton 1979).

One might anticipate a similar network of associationsj\\\\\

in many respects, for Hispanic-American youth. There is,,

-A.‘:.t
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however, one major difference between this group and black

youth. On average, the Hispanic youtk and their families

-

have been in the Unitéd States for a much shorterffTﬁE and
therefore-are perhaps less assimilated iqto the 1érger
3 :;%ty. _For this reason, their ideas regar&ing appfopriate
. roles for women may bq'more traditional.
Stevens (1981) pertitions an individual's level of

social mobility into mean mobi]it&, wh;ch is a function of
) the mobi]ify of the social class of origin, and relative"
‘mobi1ity, which.is a function of individual endeavors,
motivations, skills, and Tuck. He finds the former
negatively related to fertility and the latter positively
related. We hypothesize’that the lower mean mobility for
Hispanic men and women will be associated with more
traditional values regarding women's ro]es,lwhich in the
absence of significant ethnic variations in fertility
expectations of ydufh (U.S. Bureau of the Census 1979) will
Tead to a lTower level of congruence between fertility
expectations and ideas regarding womeﬁ's roles. We
hypothesize, then, that for Hispanics, changes in expected
fertility have 3utpaced changes in attitudes toward women's
roles.

t

While the young adult Hispanic generation is also

somewhat_upwardly mobile, it may not yet be so to the same
extent as the young blacks who, as noted, are probably
acculturated to a greater degree. If this assumption is
true, one might find for Hispanics less conflict between the

1
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sexes at this point in history. St%ﬁos (1981), for

instance, finds no difference in feFti1ity desires between

-~

-

fHispanic men and Hispanic women.

—

Methodology

g . . . . . . >
The primary objective of this research is to examine

the extent to which the various population subgroups
spécified earlier differentially view their fertility future
énd ideas regarding appropriate roles for women withir a .
coherent framework. Concruence or lack of congruence may be
a reflection of the extent to which ‘population sdbgfoup&
differ with regard to their ferfi]ity expectations, their %
ideas regarding onen's roles, or some combination of both
of these factors. In the section that follows, th% tabular
materials are included as a mechanism for clarifying the
Tikely basis for fertility--women's roles discrepancies for
the various- population subgroups with a particular focus on
the extent to which the dfscrepancies are sensitive to
respgndents' anticipated levels of education.

Because we are concerned with fertility-attitude
associations rafﬁer than any implied causations, the
subsequent multivariate analysis will examine within a
partial correlation context the indepepdent association
between fertility éxpectations anﬁ women's rol attitudes,
controlling for a full rahge of background’fgctors generally
considered to be correlated with fertility and/or women's

roles attitudes. A& more complete specification of the

-

”~
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modeling is indicated later. . ) ’
) -

., %
Adolescent Views on the Adult Roles of Women
Ed

The eight, attitude items representing the components of
our women's role scale in the multivariate analysis and the
responses of the youth on these items are included in’'Table
1. (The complete questions ma& be found in Table A of the
Appendix.) The majority of the items focus directly on the
employment‘aepect of women's roles. While the face validity
of the appropriateness of most of the items within the.
context of®a more or less traditional orientation regarding
appropriate roles for women should be clear, some of the
items will also be directly sens1t1ve to other economic .
factors Fcr example, responses to the statement

emp]oyment of both parents is necessary to keep up with the
‘h1gh cost of 11v1ng w11] a]so ref]ect a respondent's actual
and anticipated need to work, or to have a spouse_work. In
’this context, this reésponse should s.i11 be a useﬁu1
indicator of how a youth views his oy her ferti}ity fulure.

Most youth, regardless of their ethnic or;gin or sex,
generally tend to have views on most of the items consistent
with a non-traditional orientation towards the appropriate 0
role for women. The percent agreeing with the various
attitude items follows a similar pattern for both sexes,
although for the most part, and not goexpectedly, women have

more liberal views than men., About 78 percent 6f the young

men and 84 percent, of the young women agree with the

et
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statem%pt, "men should share the housework“--a'statement
that is probably hard to disagree with publicly n an era of
almost uniVersa11y expressed notions of wo;k equality, if
not ro]g equality. Also, only about 30 percent of the young
men and 15 percent of the women feel that "a woman's place
is in the home," another i%em_whqré disagreement might be
difficult to express.

For the most part, Hispanic men and womép have, on
average, more traditional views than their wh¥te and black
coun}erparts. This tendency reflects their lesser
assimi]atiop into the larger society as indicated in Table
2, which Shows the percent agreeing with the eig§¢ items
separately for nafive and foreign born Hispanic ybuﬁh. Iﬁ
almost all cases, the foreign born youth have mo}e
traditignal values than the native born youth, with this
differential being prevalent for both the young men and
women. Indeed, in a number of.instances, the attitudes of
the native-born Hispanic youth do not differ markedly from
those of all American youth., Attitudes for native born
Hispanic youth that still differ from those of other
American "youth fall between attitudes of the foreign born
Hispanic youth and the white group.

Black and white respondents showed major disagreement
on only two items; black respondents were more likely than
whites to feel that "employment of both parents is necessary
to keep up with the h}gh cost of living," a finding that is

not surprising considering their lower average economic
. ‘

18
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status. Blacks were also more likely to feel that "women
are happier if they stﬁy at home and take care of the
children," an item more closely related with traditiona]
views regarding the role of women. . 4 :>\
S{nce this research focuses on youth who, for the most . \\\\

; . part, are still enrolled in school, exﬂected-education is

used asaa proxy for those 1ife style dimensions where_

educational attairlent is ordinarily used. Thus, years Of

schooling expected is likely to be gssoci;ted with

anticipated higher incomes, anticipgted higher occ¢upational

status and work participation and probably with more‘]iberal

views rega}ding the adult roles of women. As Table 1 . )

suggests, &oung men and women who expect to comp1efe more -

education do indeed have less traditional views. Also, the

magnitude of the differences in the attitudes by education . '

are gene?a]]y similar fbr the young men and women, although

educated women continue to have more liberal views than the )

men whg p]én (or have completed, in some cases), higher
education. | '

The data haye shown in general, however, that
signjficant differentials in attitudes reéarding women's

roles do extst within the youth population. These

differences are pgrticu]ar]y pronounced bétween the sexes;
between those expecting more or less education and, to a |
lesser degree, among Hispanic, black, and wh{te youth. The
principal focus of this paper; however, {s not on thesé

differentials, but rather on whether these differentials are

-
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congruent with fertility expectations for the same youth.

Fertility Expectations and Women's Roles: Initial Evidence

of Congruence

Thé average young man or woman in the -NLS youth sample
expects to have about 2.45 children with no major difference
being evidenced overall befwéen men and women (sée Table
3).1 Thus, in'the aggregate, sex differences in attitudes
towards women's roles do not carry over to parallel
differences in fertility expectations. For white ¢
respondents, who account for the bulk of the population,

‘there are no s{gnjficant sex "differences in fertility

expectations. For both black and Hispanic youth, however,

Boys expect more children than girls, consistent with ﬁheir

somewhat more traditional orientation congerning the ) —
appropriate adult activities. for women. | i

It is important to note the positive association
between eﬁucational expectations and fertility expectations,
particularly for the white youth. Most of thé Titerature
focusing on the association between education and ferti]ity
hypofhesizgs and conff?ms that educational attainment is
inversely reTated with fertility (Blake 1967; Westoff and
Ryder 1977). Althcugh most studies have conc%?trated on
attained education and completed fertility, recent dapgyﬁo?yf.

young U.S. female cohorts continue to express an inverse

completed-edutdtion:fertility expectation association. For

-

e

"

—~~""most younger age groups, June 1978 Census data suggest the ¢

e




traditional inverse association betweéa-yeans of school
completed and lifetime births expected (U.S. Census 1979).
Whether our results reflect aus incongruity assogiated with
life cycle stage or ‘perhaps a new trend developing remains
to be seen, but to the extent that educational expectationg
' are interwoven wifh both fertility exbectations and
attitudes regarding women's roles, major changes in the

education-fertility association may be relevant. Indeed,

even at this gross level of analysis, certain inherent ___.
inconsistencies are apparent as, on average, those men and
women wWith more liberal attitudes are the same educational
subsets as those wanting more children. \
Only Hispanic youth follow the traditional pattern of
inverse association between edqcationa] and ferti]ify
expectations, perhaps reflecting their djfferent stage in
the assimilation process. They %ay view the up&ard mobility
process as one requiring them to have fewer children if they
wish to move up the educational and ocbupationa] ladder. |
_The educgtion-ferti1ﬁty association for whitz male and

'?éma]e youth can perhaps be most easily interpreted from an

eE&QSTic perspective; white youth expecting more education

may aqu\gi anticipating a relatively high future 1living

standard. ™At this 1ife cycle point they may have intentions

of translating tﬁii income into a greater "acquigition" of

children, viewing them as one of a range of "consumer - °
\

le reles may become more

N
~

durables" a couple c:;\aggg;;f. Inconsistencies between

fertility intentions and fe
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apparent as youth age, of course, and ideas regarding
exﬁected number of children (and/or appropr{ate roles fors
.women) may changé.
When the eight attitude items are co]]a{sed into one
scale ranging from 8 to 40,‘a clear overa1i association
" between fertility expectations and attitudes regarding2
women's roles is efidenced. Each of the eight iteﬁs is
scaled from one to five wiih one being the nontraditional
» pole and five being the most traditional. ‘Thus, a young man
:Qr-woman who "strongly disagreed" with the traditional
ﬁé?spective on each of the items would have a score of
eight. At ?ﬁe other extreme, a respondent replying in a
most traditioﬁal manner on all the items would score a 40.
Table 4 shows a positive association between a .
'traditiona] attitude orientation and the number of children
one expects hoth for all young men and young women,
although, as expected, the association:is clearer and
stronger for women. The ﬁohtraditional\polgr group of women
expect about 2.2 children, compdared with almost 2.9 .children
for the traditional polar grouéf ,The male group ranges . N
from, in contrast, about 2.3 td 2.6 children, with the
pattern being slighly erratic.
The white assoc}ation b& sex is, of course, auite
similar fo the overall pattern. In particular, white
J e females show a stron; pesitive patterﬁ; whereas th2 male

association is somewhat erratic except for the clearly

higher fertility gxpectationé for the pd]ar traditional

2.
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group. These results are, of course, consistent with the
earlier expressed hypothesis of a greater congruence between
the fertili}y and home-nonheme activity dimensions for women
than for mén. ’

.Both male and female black youth show é much more
erratic ass;ciatipn between fertility expectations and role
attitudes. There is Tittle d;fference, in additioﬁ, between
the black male and female associations in this noncontrolled
two~-dimensional association. wBoth Hdspénic males and
females, on the other hand, show a "rational," é]beit
somewhat erratic, pattern as those with more trgditiona]
views also expect more¢children.

The stFatﬁfication of the sample by education
expectations provides initial confirmation of our hypothesis
that youth ﬁ]anning more education exgibit more congruence
between t;eir women's role attitudes and fertility

expectations than do youth planning less education. §Men
with high educational intentions apparently make a closer
association between the}r érpressed attitudes and
expectations than men with lower educational intentions.
This education differeq!i;f is particularly strong for the
women, ‘ )

Young women who expect to complete at 1ea§t some
college sh;w an extremely strgng positive association
betweed fertility and traditionality. *These women are
appareptly making a much c]oser'tﬁelbetﬁeen prospective home
and nonhome aétivities than afe the less educated group.

2o

A\




The sex d1fferent1aT remains strong for both educat1on
subgroups Though the prospect1ve college men show a closer
assoc1at1on than those expect1ug less educat13n, their
association appéars weaker than that‘for-the womean.

The_yarmat1ons by educat1ona1 expectat1ons within the
white, b]ack and Hispanic groups though not presented here,
show similar patterns, but for the two minority groups these
patterns are slightly erratic, probably reflecting smaller,

’ L

sample size.?2 <

Sex Role and Fert111ty Expectation Congruence A

Multivariate Perspect1ve

The major themes considered in this reseafch relate to
the extent of the congruence between prospective home and )
nonhome activities for American youth. 1In p@rticular, to
what'extgnt does this congruence vary between the sexes, by
age, by educational expectations, and among white, black,
and Hispanic youth? The principal hypotheses are that
congruence saould be greater for young women for whom the
act1v1t1es be1ng d1scussed are more relevant; that the
congruence should be greater for both older boys and girls *
whh are approaching aaulthood; that there should be greater R
congruence for youth 'who expect to complete more education &\\,) h
and finally, that the congruence should be greater for.white‘
youth than for the minority, particularly the Hispanic

youth, . _ | .
To test these hypotheses, we examine in this sectioh\\;‘~

the strength of the association, measured by the partial
. .
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correlation coefficient, between the composite women's role™
attitude item specified ear1ien’and the number of ‘children

respondents _expect-to have, contro111ng for other var1ab]es'

e e

freQuent]y considered to be associated W1th these two

factors. These control variables are listed in Table 5,3

and the relevant partial corre]ationsaare presented in
TablTes 6 and 7. 1In all instances, the partdal correlations
presented in Tables 6 and 7 .are from mu]tiyariate analyses
of stratified subsamples of the popd1ation. For example,

& * ]
the partial correlation coefficient between women's role

~attitudes and fertility expectations for men age 20 and 21

comes from a model limited to this age and sex group,
controlling for all of "the other var1ab1es (except agelo
listed in Table 5, and so on.

The composite/women;s role attitude item is related to
fertility expectations within both the overall male and
female models. :It may be‘noted in Tablte 6, however, that

while this relationship is significant for females of all

'ages, it is only significant for the older males. This sex

differential, however, as can he seen from the correlation

“

coefficients for the éeparate ethnie no%e1s, reflects solely
the influence of the white subset. The result, thenl‘is
consistent with the earlier untontro]led tabulan data that
suggested a lesser seh differential in attitude conﬁruence A
for the minority groupsl.» \

Of the” three ethnic groups, only the h]ack youth do not

show any apparent congruenee between attwtudes towards

——

— 20
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yomen's roles and ferti]ity expeéteﬁions afte* contro]ling%

for the other relevant demograph1c and soc1oeconom1c

. RN
'

factors. Thus, black youth. apparent]y dosnot view the hore-

v

nonhome dipensions of the expectation and attitude 1tems'

within a "common’ framework., o St

An exaﬁinattén of the attitude congruence for the

. separate age.models a]so~suggests results general 1y ) _
,a ) * 3 . . :
consistent with the hypothesis relating to incredsing

real1sm assoc1ated with approach1ng adulthood For both the

boys and g1r1s,.the part1a1 correlatipn betweeh ‘the att1t¢£

P var1ab]e and expected fert1]1ty \ncreases 1n s1ze and

generally gains in s1gn1f1 ance betwcen the .youngest (age 14

to 17) and oldest Iage 20 to 21) groups, suggesting that b :

‘youth do indeed tend-increasingly to view di%ferent aspects ‘ : 1

of their approaching adult 11fe sty]e w1th1n 2 more coherent : © o
framework as they atta1n matur\ty . . T Ll

Some evidence'also ‘suggests that the gap between the )
sexes with respect to this congruence does narrow as

* adu]thdoq is approached. As hypothesized;  in early i

, adolescence, whereas girls may give some thought to their

. " |

forthcoming adulthood, the re1ationship‘between'forthcoming ) i

fatherhood possibilities and views regarding one's

prospective wife's art1v1t1es are remote for boys The ‘// . .
1ns1gn1f1cant partial corre]at1on coeff1c1e for boys and ‘

the s1gn1f1cant partial corre1at1on coefficient for girls in

the lfj;o 17 year ol1d model suppe:t this hypothesis.

' The partial corre1ation‘coefficieﬂts are ﬁighly . '
sz;

P
s 2u |
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.suggesting that the realism gap between the sexes does

) expegt1ng to attend college,,as Seen c]ear]y in Tane 7.4

) Fpr both boys and g1r1s the association between the women's

' potent1a4 “sourcd wof conf]nct

stgniidcant, o the bther hand, for both sexes ages 20 to 21

.

narrow as adulthood becomes‘dmmfnent . °By -age 20, young men

L4 - — ™
m‘——-—.____.

are apparent]y 1ncreas1ng1y v1eﬂ1ng concepts of fatherhood

a hd -~

and women's roles in Juxtapos1t1on.= .

-~ Y . , . [} N

,As‘also suggested by the'tabuiar/resu1ts, congruence

between attitudes towards women's ro]es and fert1]1ty
‘__/

expectat.ons is evidenced much more s»rong1y for those youth

-

N

&
rol& item and fert111ty expectat1ons is much stronger for

those expecting at least 13 years of schoo1 In fact young

-’

men . not expect1ng to! attend co]]ege apparent]y see no-

~

associafion between how many childpen they expect to have
and what they V1ew as a woman S H%le, Thus, for the most
part,,1t is onl¥ at the higher educat1ona] levels that home
and monhome Foles are, V1ewed as potent1a11y con?l1ct%ng

e

Perhaps a greater career or1entat1on among those expect1ng

< l *

more sch0011ng is viewed by. these respondents as a greater

Gdnélusion

l -

) Cons1stent with what id genra]ly assgmed, most Amer1can
ma1e and female youth, when asked their 1d§as about the
appropr1ate adu]éiroles for women, verbalize responses that
cou1d be ant1c1pated--they say there should be equa1]ty i _

¢
the home and in the work place. Var1at1ons.do,.of.course,
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exist, as women feel stronger about tgese issues than do
men. A]so, white youth, who presumab]y have more completely
internalized the verbalized "norms“ in this regard, gdve, on
ave;age, less traditional responses, although we have shown
that iQ ma&y instances, black and Hispan%c youth verbalize .
.s}mi]ar ﬁespénses.
when thése respbnses are viewed within a somewhat
. broader context, however, ambigaities in interpreting these
responses become evident; féma?es show a greater degree of
consistency befneen their résponses along the’ women's role
- dimension and fertility infention than do males; white youth
evidence more consistency inntheir responsessthan minority
youth, particularly H?spanit youth; youth with highe; .
educational intentions show greater cfhsistency than xouth
with lower educational intentions; and yrunger youth show
less coherence. in théir responses thart older youth. In
particular, white girls show significantly more ratio;ality,
¢S measdred by respaonse. congruence, than any of the other
. 'pogulation subgroups examined in this study. 'It is thus .
suggeéted, at this point inléur\hjstory, that while
"appropriate" responses (as measured‘by what is gen§ra11y
verba]ized\in:the larger society) to questions relating to
the roles of women will generally be verbdlized by most
ydung adults, the extent to whi;h these verbalized responses

représent the inner feelings of many of the youth remains to

be seen. One encouraging factor in this regard is the




apparent increasing congruence in the attitude conVérgence

between boys and girls as they approach“adulthobd,
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Footnotes

BN

T
\

lThe Appendqx 1nc1udes a onscuss1on of how these data
compare with comparab]e Census estimates.

2While space 11m1tat1ons do not permit their presentation
here, seven of the eight component attitude items howed the
expected association between traditionality and higher

fertility expectations to a much greater extent for those

~expecting more eﬁucation. The only item showing a similar

albeit more modest assaciatior for both edutation groups was
the item relating to the sharing of housework. This ‘item
was the least useful predictdr for the respondents '
antﬁiipating moréﬂeducatioa.

3For.dis'cussions of the te]ationships between these
variﬂb]es a;d terti]ity see Blake 1967; Duncan et al. 19657
Ryder:and Westoff 1971; Stolka ‘and Barnpett 1969; Westoff et
al. 1%63; Westoff and Ryder 1977; Whelpton et al. 1966.

4The ﬁattern of the education differential in cbngruence is

very s1m11ar when v1ewed through cross- tabu]ar analysis

(Table 4) to the pattern when viewed in the controlled

mylti-variate framework (Table 7), suggesting that in this

case the additional controls explain, tess than we
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Table 1 Percent Agreeing With Women's Role Items, by Ethnicity, Sex, and Education Expectatlions

- Total Hispanic Black White
Statement - ) M F M - F M F M F
. . TOTAL .

A woman's place is in the home 29.9 14.8 40.7 20.5 29.0 14.8 29.3 14.3
A wife doesn't have time for employment 33.7 21.8 45.8 32.9 38.7 21.9 31.9 20,
A working wife feels more useful . . 69.3 60.4 64.1 62.9 71.7 66.0 69.2 59.3
The employment of wives leads to j .

Jjuvenile delinquency { 29.8 22.9 35.1 30.5 27.4 21.7 29.8, 22.5
Employment -of both parents is necessary. e

to fight inflation 62.5 68.1 64.9 72.9 77.8 80.8 59.8 65.5
It is better if the man works and ' - _

the woman stays home ' 779 .8 58.8 42.9 505 38.5  46.7 33.5
Men should share the housework 77.8 83.8 78.4 81.5 75.1 85.1 78,3 83.7°
Women are happier -if they stay home 2.7 24.4 49,6 38.3 40.1 28.8 30.2 22.8
Sample size 5538 5813 899 931 1424 1472 3215 3410

B , . 4

EXPECTED EDUCATION 0-12.YEARS

A woman's place is in the home 38.5 21.9 50.8 29.0 36.7 23.0 37.8 21.1
A wife doesn't have time for employment 42.4 27.8 55.9 39.1 45.7 32.4 40.6 26.0
A working wife feels more useful 70.6 62.8 63.0 68.5 70.8 66.9 71.2 61.6
The employment of wives leads to R

juvenile delinquency 33.6 27.0 40.4 35.6 31.1 27.4 33.5 26.1
Employment of both parents in necessary , )

to fight inflation ~ 66.8 69.9 66.6 74.3 81.0 83.0 65.3 7.2
It is better if the man works and the oo

woman stays at home . 5.7 44.9 66.2 52.2 55.5, 50.3 56.1 43.3
Men should share the housework 72.9 78.1 73.5 77.0 70.1 79.6 73.4 78.0
Momen are happier if they stay home 42.4  34.4 61.3 47.6 49.2 40.5 39.5 32.1
Sample size ' 2810 2666 . 484 455 744 645 1582 1566

EXPECTED EDUCATION 13+ YEARS

A woman's place is in the home - 22'.5 9.4 30.4. 12.1 21.1 8.6 22.2 9.3
A wife doesn't have time for employment 26.2 17.3 35.1 27.2 31.5 13.9 .- 24.9 17.2
A working wife feels more useful 68.2 78.8 65.8 58.0 72.8 65.5 67.7 57.7
The employment of wives leads to ‘

juvenile delinquency 26.5 19.7 28.8 24.4 23.0 17.5 26.8 19.7
kmployment of both parents is necessary

to fight inflation 58.7 66.6 63.6 71.2 74.2 79.2 56.1 64.2
It is better if the man works and the ‘

voman stays home 40.3 27.2 50.6 34.3 45.4 29.3 38.9 26.4
Men should share the housework 82.1 87.9 83.8 85.5 80.1 89.0 82.3 87.8°
Women are happier if they stay home 24.3 16.8 36.1 28.7 30.4 19.6 22.6 15.6
Sampie size 2728 3147 415 476 680 o27 1633 1844

—
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T7b1e 2 Percent of Hispanics Agreeing with Women!s Role Atti déf)g;,Sex and Place of ’

MaTe Female

Statement . > _Born U.S. Foreign born Born U.S, Foreign born
Women's place is iﬂ/heﬁé//// , 36.1 ' 51.5 , 15.8 éS.GV _
Wife doesn'ttrave time for work 41.8 54.4 25.0 . 46.8
‘Norking wife feels more useful 680 b5 64.0 60.0
Nife employment causes juvenile

delinquency : 31.9 42,2 26.0 44 .2
'EmpLojnent of both parents ’ C )

necessary to meet living costs : 64.8 64.9 71.2 77.6
Bette; for man to work and wife . - '

to stay home 57.0 62.3 39.0 54.5
Men should share housework 78.9 76.8 82.0 82.1 R
Nomen are happier at home - 44,9 60.7 £2.3 547 -
Sample size ) 640 259 698 233 |




Table 3 Differentials in Fertility Expecfations,

by Sex, Educational Expectations

, Ethnitcity, and Age

0

l Hale Female * A1l educucation exp.
Ethnicity and Expect Expect Expect -« Expect’ - '
age 0-12 13+ 0-12° - 13+ .
school® years ) school years Male Female
Total 2.40 (2675) 2.50 (2577) 2.36 (2560) 3.50 (3023) -2.46 (5306) 2.44 (5623)
14-17 2.40 (1509) 2.61 (1246) 2.35 (1318) 2.58 (1372) 2.53 (2768) 2.48_ (2698)
18-19 2.40 . (705) 2.5% £645) 2.39 (6{5) .49 (812)° "2Tn6“~61369J\‘§g;3ﬁ*~£}§06)
20-21 2.36  (461) 2.36 (686) 2.35 é?567) .37 (839) 2.35 (1169) 2.36 (141§7\\
Hispanic 2.92 (476) 2.74  (407) -2.74 (452) .56 (475) 2.84 (903) 2.63 (943%*.
| 14-17 2.95 126§) 2.85 (201) 2.65 (257) .64 5250) 2.90 (475) 2.64  (489)*x
- [ J18-19 3.05 (128) 2.83 (106) 2.71 (116} 510 (111) 2,93 (240) 2.63  (235)
20-21 2,75 (79) 2.53 (100) 2.79 °(99) 47 (114)  2.62 (188) 2.61  (219)
Black 2.7 (723) 2.77 _ (642) 2.20, (625) A4 (795)  2.74 (1380) 2.34 (1426
14-17 2.84 (417) 2.86 (327) 2.06 (356) 47 0 (353)  2.85 (746) F 2.27  (709)x
18-19 2.45 (188) 2.66 (168) 2.25 (163) 255 (234) 2.54 (363) 2.41 (400)
20-21 2.66 (118) 2.78 (147) 2.53  (106) .36 (208) 2.72 ¢ (271) 2.40  (317)*
/ White 2.30 11476) 2.44 (1528) 2.36 (1483) 51 (1753)  2.39 (30&3) 2.44 (3254)
14-17 2.31 (823) "2.55 (718) 2.38 * (725) 59 (769) 2.44 ’(15471 :2.50 (1500)
18-19 _2.34 (389) 2.47 (371) 2.38 (396) A7 T (467)  2.41  (766) 2.43  (871)
20-21 2.26  (264) 29 (439) 2.29 (362) .36 (517) 2.28 (7i0) 2.33  (883)
. | |
NOTE: Sample,izes are in* parencheses, Asterisks refer to s1gn1f1cance test for difference between the sexes for the tota]

3 'at1on group: *significant at .05 level; **significant at .01 level;

***significant at .001 Tevel
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Table 4 Mean Number of Children Expected (Pef 1000 Women)

by Composite Attitude Toward Women's Roles Score

Vi py;Sex, Ethnicity, and Educational Expectations 9 . . .
= ——— o ——— Expect 0-1Z < Expect I3 or
- e — e e - - - - years .= — ¢ -more years - ——
- Attitude Total Hispanic Black White school school o
- score H F M F i F M F M F M F .o
- Total 2452 2640 2826 . 2638 2738 2329 « 2375 2449 2400 2360 2499 2500 °.
8-12 2450 2200kx*  1821%%k  2463%xx 2808 2318 2399 2174%%%  2350%  1516%** 2470 2168%**
13-17 2339%x%x  2344%x* 2798 2313 %%k 2626%*% 2346 2071%%x 2345xxk 2335k%  2281kkk ' 233Qwxk  2373knk |
18-22 2444 2098%*x  2713% 2813%*% 2687 2309 2385 °  2504%* 2373 2371 2509 2603%*%
- 23-27 | 2505%* 2514%%% 2896 2645 2900%% 2250* 2389 2548 *** 2437 2324 2501 K%k 77gRk% |
- 28-40 2614%F%  2g73¥K*  3047%%k  3080%F* 2818*%  2669%F* 2536%k* 2872%kk  2475%K  668*¥*  28R2%k% 354wk |

NOTE: Asterisks refer to significance test for
N *significant at the .05 level; '
*stgnificant at the'.01 levels
*significant af tiic .001 level.

?
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»

difference from the mean. (total) value for each group:
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Table5 List of Control Variables o -
1. Age of respondent.
2. Years of schooling completed, by father (or mother where fathef was not . -
present), ’
3. Lived in country but not on farm or ranch at age 14 (coded 1).
Otherwise coded 0.
. Lived on farm or ranch at age 14 (coded 1). Otherwise coded 0.
5. Respondent's childhood religion was Catholic (coded 1). Otherwise coded
0.
6. Respondent's childhood religion was Protestant (coded 1). Otherwise —
coded 0. st " .
7. MNumber of years of schooling expected by respondent. .
8-10% Respondent lives ih South, ‘West or North Census region réSpeCtive1yf
(coded 1). Otherwise coded 0. :
11. Frequency of church attendance. Coded from 1 (never) to 6 (more than
once a week). .
12.  Respondent is Hispanic (codgd 1).* Otherwise coded 0. '
13. Respondent'is black (coded 1). Otherwise coded Q. .
14.  Number of siblings which the respondent has. N
15.  Respondent lived with both parents at age 14 (coded 1). Otherwise coded .
0. ‘ .
16.

Respondent lived with both parents in household (coded 1). Otherwise
coded- 0, )
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Table 6 Net Relationship Between Women's Role Attitude
Composite Score and Fertility Expectations by .
Age, Sex and Ethnicity

t

\ (Partial correlation coefficients)

i} | MALE FEMALE
Total sample \ O5%%% (4721) L 10%%  (5060)
14:17 . o Y (2466) L08%%%  (2432)
18-19 . W06%  (1215) .09%%  (1359)
20-21 1%k (1039) A7%k% (1283)
Hispanic *.09%%  .(770) o7% (833)
Black .05 (1146) 02 (1192)
. White \.3 o L05% (2805) - S (304)
* Significant at the .05 level, ' -
** Significant at the .01 level, \

***Significant at the .001 level.

NOTE: See Table 5 for listing of control variables included in
partial correlation determination. Madels stratified by
age or ethnicity excluded the age or eﬁhnicity control
respectively. Sample sizes in parentheses. Samples are
weighted so as to be representative of U\§. population of
relevant age, sex or ethnic group. \ :

.
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. Table 7 Net Relationship Between

Score and Fertility Expec
e Expectations IR

Women 's Role Attitude Composite
tations by Sex_and Educational.. . ..

(Partial correlation coefficient)
Expect 0-12 Expect 13 or more

years of school vears of schoo]
Male , .03 (2356) 07 (2365)%*x
Female .05 .(2268)* .15 (2798) %«

* “Significant at the .05 Tevel,
***Significant at the .001 Tevel.

NOTE: See Figure .1 for listing of control ‘variables included in
partial correlation determination, Models stratified by |

-educational .expectation exc]upe educational expectation
© control variable. Sample si

are weighted so as to be représenta
population subgroup.
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Tab]e-A The Women's Roles Items e e

+/

". ) , APPENDIX

-

(first/next) READ STATEMENT, do you strongly agree, agree, disagree, or

We are interested in your opinion about the employment of wives. (HAND CARD
U). I will read a series of statements and after each one I would like to
know whether you strongly agree, agree, disagree, or strongly disagree.

stronaly disagree?

Strongly Dis- Strongly UN- ~
Agree Agree agree disagree DECIDED

a. A woman"s place is in the home, ' .
not in the office or shop. 4 3 2 1 .8

b. A wife who -carries out her full
family responsibilities doesn't
have time for outside emp]oy- o
ment. - _ . 4 o3 2 T 8 .

c. A working wife feels more useful '
than one who doesn't hold a job. = 4 3 2 1 8

d. The employment of wives leads to . . .
more juvenile delinquency. 4 3 2 1 -8

e. Employment of both parents is
necessary to'keep up with the e L
high:cost of living. . < 4 3 2 1 8

f. It is much better for everyone
concerned if the man is the
achiever outside the home and
the woman takes care of the ' :
home and fam11y : T 4 3 2 .. 1 ’ 8

g. Men should share the 'work
around the house with women, :
_such as doing dishes, cleaning,. '
and so forth., . i 4 : 3 2 1 8

h. Women are much happier if they
stay at home and take care of
their children. 4 3 2 1 - 8

—45 | UL Y
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The information on fertility expectations in this study
is based on three questions the respondents were asked (1)
have you ever had any éhj]dren? (2) If yes, how many have
you ever (giveh birth to (if female)) had (if male) at any
time, not counting babies who were dead at birth and (3)
Altogether, how many (more) children do you expect to

have? If a woman (or man) had already had children, the

respnses to (2) and (3) were summed.

The overall reésponse rate to these questions was
extremely high, with 99.9 percent of the sample responding
to (1) above and 98.3 percent.providing a quantitative
response on the item en child expectations. Of the 1.7
percént not giving a quantitative response, 1.1 percent
indicated -they "don't know" and!virtua]ly all the rest
inadvertently skipped over tﬁe question. The rénge of real
responses was from O to 20 with 92.5 percent responﬁing
between 0 and 4 énd 5.7 percent responding over four.

It is useful to compare our overall results on these
data collected dufing the first few months of 1979 with data
on fertility expectations collected by the U.S. Bureau of
the Census in June 1978. Because of cgrtain differences in
the interviewing procedures, these comparisons must be
limited to 18 to 21 year old females. The U.S. Bureau of
the Census did not ask the fertility history prospective

feértility question of never-married women below the age of

Validation of the'Ferti1ﬁty:Exp@ttﬁtﬁvﬁ“Dﬁfﬁ“‘““ﬁ*““"_’*‘
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18.. _In addition., théﬂquesiidﬁs on fertilityintentions were .
only asked of female Féspbhﬁents. To the extent that - ‘
certain kinds of women were probably under-represented among
the actual respondents, the C.P.S. fertility data,coula be
> biased. Oyerall; 14.8 percent of age 18-24 ever married
women and 33.8 percent of age 18-24 single women did not
repoft on birth'bxdec£ati6ns, a statistic sufficient]} large
to possibly introduce bias into the Census results. . |
For the 18-21 year old subset that can be compared
between the Censlus and NLS sampﬁes}.the:NLS:fémaJe o
respondents report.s{gni%icaﬁtly éﬁd sygieméticaT1y higher
. fertility expectations, -as may be seen in Appendix Table
1A, Within virtually every age-race-marital status subset,
respondents in the NLS sample expect a greater number of
children. The differences are somewhat greater for the
black womin, statistics demonstrated by the‘§ingle women in
' both the 18-19 and 20-21 age group%.
The differenceé between the CPS and NLS numbers is due
entirely to the greater number of asgitional births expected

in the NLS sample as there is virtually no variation between

the two samples in. the number of cHildren already born.

An.eiamination~of the expected parjty distribution for
the NLS and CPS sample for whige, black and HiSpaqic women
shows that the major difference between the’two samples is
at the poles of the distribution. For both 18-19 and 20-21
year olds, a much larger proportion'of the CPS ;ample

indicated that they expect to have no chj]dren. Indeed, the




groups, fully 25 percent of CP$ 18-21 year olds expect no _

44

Cgifferences in some instances are quite striking. Among

Hispanics, 14.3 percent of the 18-19 CPS w;men and 8.6
percent of the Hispanic 20-21 year old women had indicated
that they did not plan to héve any children, compared with
only 2.4 and 1.6 percent, rggpectively, among the NLS

Hispanic respondents. The gaps are also quite large for the

white and black groups. ,

- “ Many more CPS than NLS re;pondénts expect, in addition,
to have only one child. Cqmbinipg_the'zero and one point
more than one child compared wifh;bniy.lé.é of their NLS
couniterparts. i

Conversely, only 9.7 percent of the CPS 18-19 year olds
and 8.3‘percent of the CPS 20-21 yéar olds expect féur or
more chiidren, comﬂared with 17.2 and 13.7 percent for the
comparable NLS groups. Once again, these differences are
systematic and occur for all age, ethnic apd racial groups.

It is possible that a modest part of the difference may

reflect the fact that our data are for a.point in time about

.8 mbnths later than the CPS'interviews—-consistent with the

nbtion*that fertility expectations for yéuhg Américans may
be rising. " It is unlikely, however, that this temporal
artifact can explain what in aggrégate terms is a
substantial fertility d{fference between two Hationa]]y
representative data sets. While this difference certainly

warrants further investigation, it is unlikely to be of

major relevance for this. paper, which is primarily concerned
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with expectationudifferentia1s. The NLS data systematically
report more children éxpectsd within ;11 ethnic and racial
groups. Thus, comparisons between the groups are pranb]y
not affected in any major way. _From the perspective of~ N
iﬁterpreting likely fertility trends in the U.S., the CPS-
NLS variations may be considered differences of major
proportfqns—-of sufficient impértance to warrant careful

consideration by the demographic community. .
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A

Mean Number of Births Expeéted by MLS and CPS Women

Married

A1l women Wid., div., sep. Single
CPS HNLS CPS  NLS CPS NLS CPS  MLS
L . ALL RACES

Birthe to date* . .

18-19 189 181 511 640 (B) 739 80 79
20-21 407 380. 689 721 931 1047 148 146
. . .

Expected births*

18-19 1835 2263 1574 1706 (B) 1330 1933 2394 -
20-21 © 1616 1971 ¢ 1419 1630 971 1089 1825 2227

Lifetime births . .

expected* _ ) ‘ .

18-19 2024 2444 2085 2346 (B) 2069 2013 2473
20-21 ) 2023 2351 2108 . 2350 1902 2136 1972  23%#3
WHITES .

Births to date* R ' R
18-19 156" 130" 488 580 B) 752 33 21
20-21 360 301 659 669 837. 879 69 48

ExXpected births* ' .

\ 18-19 1919 2306 1592 1717 (B) 1234 2049 2456
20-21 1671 2023 1428 1632 1050 1093 1942 2322

Lifetime hirths

expected*

18-19 2075 2436 2080 2297 (B) 1986 2082 2477
20-21 2036 2324 2086 2301 1887 1972 2011 2370
’ o ' BLACKS ’

Births to date* - . .
18-19 “ 409 408 (B) 1117 (B) 993 339 349
20-21 775 753 1136 1025 (8) 1721 5483 586

Expected births* . )

©18-19 ‘ 1337 2003 °~ (B) 43S (B) 1068 - 2051
20-21 1184 1635 1333 1384 () 1031 1198 1758

Lifetime births

expected* s . ,

18-19 1746 2411 (B) 2612 (B) 2061 1676 2400
20-21 1959 2387 2469 2419 (B) 2751 1782 2339

*Births per 1000 women.

3

(B) Base too small to show derived measure

- Nothing reported.

NOTE: CPS data from Table 4 in Fertility of American Women, June 1978,
Population Characteristics, p. 20, Jdo. 34, Oct, 1979, U.S. Bureau

" of the Census.
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Table C . Number of Lifetime Births Expected by NLS and CPS>women

e
>

v

. © Total None One Two Three . Foyr Five or more/
) CPS ~ NLS CPS NLS CPS NLS CPS . NLS CPS NLS CPS NLS CPS nLS '

18-19 100.0° 100.0 13.5 7.1 1.5 .6.1 48,6 48.4 16.7 21.2 64 126 3.3 4.6

White  100.0 100.0 12.6 7.3 9.5 4.6 50,7 49.6 16.8 22.0 7.1 2.2 3.2 4.2 .
P . K .
Black 180.0 100.0 18.7 7.8 22.9 12.9 35.0 42.0 17.2 18.1 2,3. 12,9 .3.9 - 6.4

4y

e e

Htspamic10070 10070143 2.4~ 13.8 > 9.3 45.1 48.0 12.8 17.7 7.6 161 6.4 6.0

)

20-217  100.0 100.0 .12.0 5.6 13.0 7.6, 486 53.8 ‘181 19.4 55 9.5 2.8 4.2
. hite 100.0 100.0 11.8° 6.0 11.7. 6.3 50.3 55.8 17.8 19.5 56. 84 2.8 3.9
Black  100.0 100.0 .13.1 4.9 2L} 13.4° 36.2  45.0 21.3 19.2 4.6 129 3.7 4.6

Kispanic 100.0~ 100.0°° 8.6 1.6 19:5 10.3' 35.0. 47.2 23.3 19.8 9.4 151 4.2 _ 6.0

v—

LY
o
« d .

] NOTE: CPS data from Table 4 in Fertility of American Women, "June 1978 Population Characteristics, P 2§/
' wo. 34, Oct. 1979, U.S. Bureau of the Census,
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